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Bush and war

In response to “at least
Bush prayed a Jot” -~ he
should have. Look at all
the voung Amencans he
sent 1o their death over
something be was 1old was
not there

Tea

Thanks %0 Lori and her
msom for the wonderfisl
ten parties they give ome
a month for the residents
of Croft House, There are
good prizes and food. We
also get 10 see each ogher
s have o great tame
Much love and apprecea-
twm

Widen roads

Two of the busiest roads
m Aiken need 10 be wid-
eved; Dougherty Road and
the bypass need to be four
lanes, They are the only
cut-theosigh roads from ome
sade of Atken o the other. |
hope thes 1s in the planining
Please, | am certan-
Iv nodt the first, kst or only
person to realize this need

Water issues

We have state laws tha
roquire gas pumps arc lest-
od 1o give a gallon of gas
Hut what abosn the water
meters” Have the meters in
Gransteville ever done any-
thimg about thas?

stage

ey say the Avondale
Mills Water System is los
ing moncy bat it got a huge
settlement from the rail-
road. It neads o upgrade

s own waler system

Avorsdale never mann
tned s systems

Why is cost up and
workmanship down?

Odell break-ins
The break-ms ot the H
Odell Woeks Activities
Cemter are becanse people
put ther purses under
thewr seats. They shouldn’t
complain  they should do
something about 1t

The pheuse “wake uwp™
has lost its meanng
Everyone heeps saymng ot
Gave it up already

Clunkers

Clunker engines are
dusabled and the car 18
scrapped; there 15 no

resale

Call owr TalkBack
hotline @t (803) 644-2384
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By ROB NOVIT
Senor wotar

Atken Technical College
held an oriemation session
for students and parents
Friday momang, and while
Grant McComaghy waited
for the peogram 10 begir,
several people asked him
about lus child's schedule for
classes that begm Moaday

“That's kind of fun,” sad
McComaghy, 58, who
retuming to school for the
first time since 1969, He
works foe a nonprofit “and
the economy 15 a huge part
of it,” he sad. “1 poed 10
make money and want 10
leam new skills, perbaps in
HVAC or other thangs ke

ATC will enroll a record
1,150 students this semester,
2 14 peroent increase over
2008 and a 24 percent jump
since 2007, The average age
1s around 25, bt the student
populaton includes sig-
nafscant numbers of adults in
their 30s and okder

“We're pleased 1o be able
10 serve people 2t differemt
potsts mn their lives and help
them reach their goals,” said
ATC Presadent Dy, Susan
Winsor, “The dstrabutson of
ages 1s not uncommon where
so many people are secking
extra skills or going badk to
work."”

The langer sumbers, how-
ever, have put the technical
college at near capacity, sasd
Dr. Jum Schmadt, vice presi-
dent for stadent services

“A lot of two-year colleges
are dealing with this.” he
sand. “Some are just open-
mg their doors and adding
classes. We've been domg
some planming, as there’s
only so much we can really
handle. We're kind of at the
max in terms of what we're

~ LOCALNEWS

MKIE Aiken Tech welcomes students
of all ages and all walks of life

Sl photo by Rob Nowt

After 26 years away from the classroom, Marsha Baughman
has enrolled at Allken Technical College to study nursing.
She brought her grandson Blake to an orientation program
Friday.

able 0 do. But our (registr
tion) system is really clean,
and students haven't had 10
wait oo bong.”

With the increased enroll
ment, ATC is startng 10
outgrow s facilaties o a
time when budget shoetfalls
are impacting the college's
abality 10 hire faculty, Winsoe
sand. Another state budget
cut is expected within the
mext few weeks, but ATC
officals anbopated it and
have contingency funds m
place. Saill, the college has
fewer full-time instructors
and supporn staff than ot did a
your ago

“These are interesting

times,” Wimsor sad. “The
demand for our services as
never been higher, but the
budget has never been lower
Our remaming people have
had o work harder and have
shown a willingness and
the ability o saep up 10 the
plae

Raven Lawrence, a recent
North Augusta High School
graduate, has enrodled
ATC's nursing peogram, The
origmal mient was 1o save
money foe the first two years
But she and ber
mother, Jacqualine Lawrence
were delighted when they

of scho

vissted the health scsence
buskding

Saturday,
August 22, 2009 | A

Raven fell in Jove with
the nursing floor,” her mom
said. "The way 1t’s set up, it
has a feel of actually beng
in a hospieal with hasds-on
expersence, This wall be the
fastcst way For her 10 get her
carcer staned

Marsha Baughman hasn't
been i school m 26 years
bt got ber GED five years
ago. She 100 is headed 10 the
nursing program and, for the
orientatson session, brought
along Blake, her 17-maomth-
old grandson

“I haven't worked in five
years, and it's tme 0 go
hack 10 school,” Baug l
smid. “1 want to get a good
job and give Blake thangs
and stan a colkege fund and
let him know ot's important
for him 10 go to college.”

Aiken Techncal College
will need its students’ best
efforts, Winsoe told them
in her welcomang remarks.
The faculty and staff focus
on those thangs the students
need 1o be successful

“We're proud of the staff
we have here,” Winsor said
“They are talented people,
and, if you ask for help, they
will give it to you. We're in
this joumncey together, and
| assure you we care about
you deeply.”

After finishang hagh
school 20 years ago, Renee
Campbell has worked as a
self-employed travel agent
The last two years have
been stressful m a dafficult
ccomomy, and that i part has
encouraged ber to enroll at
ATC

“I've boen thinking about
beng a nurse for 10 years
but kept putting it of.”
Campbell said. “My hushand
gave me o push and here |
am. My daughters are getting
excited, and I'm excited. I'm
ready 1o get started.”

Reverend to roam Rome for a a year

By SUZANNE R. STONE
Stalt wrtar

The Rev. Jeffrey Kaby
parochsal vacar st St Mary
Help of Chrstans Catholic
Chazch, wall soon be moving
on, but he's keaving hus words
behind for kocal readers

Kirby s two-year lenure o
St Mary ends in September,
and he met with the Most Rev
Robert Gughelmone, bahop
of the Diocese of Charleston,
n May 10 discuss options for
tis eew assignment. B was
decuded and announced in kaile
May that Kirby's next place-
ment will be %o Rome for &
year of studses in moral theok-
oy toward a heentiate dogroe

“I discusssed what would
happen when my two-year
assignment here was w we
talked about nyy education, nvy
pastorl expenence and the
needs of the diocese and plans
for the futuee,” Kirby sasd. “It
was anmounced in May that
1711 be beaving, and that's carly,

but he wanted 10 give us time
fow the transston

Kirby, 34, is ongnally
froen Cobambia. At age 26, he
contemplated o carcer @ law
bt decadod 0 give serminany
a try instead and was ordaancd
on July 27, 2007, He holds
a bachelor's degree in hus-
tory and a master's degree in

philosoply from Franciscan
University n Steubemalle,
Ohio, and & bachelor's degree
in sxcred theology from Gre
gorian University n Rome:
He spent the first theee months
in the pniesthood assigned

10 & church in Clemson and
has been at St Mary Help of
Christians ever since

“The licentiate is a boens-
ng in a spectalized fickd of
theology. Basically it means
if 1 seach o wite, people will
know ['ve been truned m that
arca” sad Kurby, “Traiming
Ik this, 1t will alwanys be for
duties 1n additson 10 parssh
work - South Carolina there
will abways be parsh work.
Bt | thank 11l peobebly need
it for teacheg duties.”

Karby has already done
some writing. In addmtion to
sy eral artches and pamphlets,
e haes just rebeased bes first
hook, “Facountenng the Loed
n His Holy Court: A Walk
Through St. Peter’s Basilica™

Publeshed by Signo Press,
a division of Regteem Press
in Bethune, the book will be
avalable in softcover in skoees
m late August with a S14.95
COVEY priRE

Kirby was the guest of
honor at a reception, book
signing and presentation
Tuesday cvening at the Atken
Center for the Ans.

The Rev. Joseph Kirby gave a presentation and signed

Staft photo by Suzanne Sione

op-

ies of his new book Tuesday evening. Kirby will leave Aiken

for Rome in September.

“It’s the story of the Chins-
tian fith 10dd through S
Peter’s Basilica, wang all the
pants of the basilica. 1 thought
i was woportant to retell the
Christian story in a different
wary. Sometimes we need ant
and beauty 50 remand us of
what we alrcady know,” e
said. “B ook about a year W
wiile the manuscnpt and about
three years %0 get it theough
the publicatson process. | want
1 Wt SOMMe e as my par
ish duties Jet me, bt pansh
dutecs always come finst

Kirby will retum so South

Caroling after hus year of
stuadies in Rome is completed
in Jume bast does not know
where in the state his next
assigniment will be. A retum 1o
Asken is not out of the ques.
Bon, however

Ex-attorney
remembered
by friends,
community

By MIKE GELLATLY
Staft wriver

Described by friends and
s abike as o troe
Southem gentleman and some
ane always willing to help,
Robert M. Hell of Aken ded
Thursdsy

Bell, the County attoency
for a quarter of a century and
public servant for more than 30
veurs, is a well known name in
Atken Couny and a man who
will be mussed

“I remember him as a e
sttesmimn, i guy who carod foe
the County as well as being the
attomey,” sad Ronme Young,
chamman of Adken County
Council. “Someone who had
a personal affection for Adken
Conmty.”

Bell completed his under-
graduate work at the University
of South Caroling n 1958 then
went om 10 USC law school
and gradusted in 1965

Hell began his service to has
county in 1976 as 8 member
of the Adken County Planning
Commission and & a member
of the then-tthed Aiken County
Crippled Children's Society

He san on the Highway
Commussson from 198286
His work was so appeeciaed
that Robert M. Bell Parkway
wies named 1o honor him

“1've known of him my
entire life. .. He was absohately
coe of the most bonest, profes-
somatl people | have ever met,”
said froend and Coumcalwoman
LaWana McKenne. “He
aways tned to do what was
best. When he gave you an
mswer, be abways tned 10 give
you all sides of an angument.”

McKenzx believes the
people of Granmeville will miss
Bell since he served ther legal
noods for many years.

“Hie was 8 true friend, very
pving. You could see s
heart,” she added

For 25 years, Bell was the
coumty oy (1982 2007)
and served on the executive
commiticernan for the South
Carolina Democratsc Comm-
e from 1980-86. He was o
member of the South Carolina
Board of Chiropractic Exam
wers from 1978-80, and a
member of the Atken County
Planeung Comimissson from
197680,

His work one-co-one with
people changed lives. One of
those lives was that of Jeffey
Sawyer, a former Aken resi
dent who 15 now attoeney =
Memphis, Tern

“The first tume | met him |
was @ sereor i hugh school,”
Sawyer sd. “He presemted me
with an award there. From the
moment | saw him, he wis one
of those guys you can say “he's
gt

Sawyer had found a men
1or, who became his teacher
and then o fnend. Bell wopired
Sawyer 1o get mio law, as he
had “for the nght reasons.”

“He loved hife, be loved 10
traved, loved to eat” Sawyer
said. “First and foremost,
mry mand, he s past @ Southern

“Atken is o by dul city, &
welcomang commensty - i1's
just good people,” Kirby said

It's bamtersweet. 1'm so happy
10 g0 0 Rome for more stud-
ies, but | also wall very much
miss Adkon and St Mary s

Comtact Soczane Siove af
vitonnar ankenstimkaned com

The funeral service will be
conducted Sunday # 5 pm
at St John Unsted Methodist
Church in Granteville. The
macrment will follow o the
Graniteville Cemetery. Fraends
may call st Napier Funeral
Home Saturday evening from

5107 pm
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Alban's character tran for the
month of August i Faith.




